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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
Claims 12,14-16 and 18-20 are pending. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 12, 14-16, 18-20 are pending. Claims 12, 16, 18, 19, 20 are 
independent. 

The claims describe the electrode depicted in Applicant's figures 1 7(d, e, f) each 
with a through hole (127). Swanson (6,679,269) was asserted by the Office mainly for 
its disclosure of an electrode (276, figure 29) with a through hole (to allow a temperature 
sensor - see col. 29:21-22). However, the referred through hole in Swanson runs the 
longitudinal length of the Swanson device depicted in figure 27. It is not of the design 
seen in the Applicant's figures 17(d,e,f) element 127. The Applicant in each of the 
independent claims has worded the description of element 127 in a manner that eludes 
a rejection involving Swanson (and other prior art). Each independent claim is 
addressed below. 

Claim 12 discloses an electrode with a through hole with only two exterior 
openings in the distal region of the electrode. Again, Swanson discloses a through hole 
that runs the longitudinal length of the device in figure 27 and therefore, its referred 
through hole only has one exterior opening in the distal region of the electrode. (The 
second opening would be at the proximal end of the device.) The Applicant's 
amendment has aided this interpretation. 
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Claim 16 discloses an electrode with a through hole oriented at a non-parallel 
angle to the electrode's longitudinal axis. Again, Swanson discloses a through hole that 
runs the longitudinal length of the device in figure 27 and therefore, its referred through 
hole is oriented only at a parallel angle to the electrode's longitudinal axis. 

Claim 18 discloses an electrode with a through hole oriented at a perpendicular 
angle to the electrode's longitudinal axis (see figure 17e, 127). Again, Swanson 
discloses a through hole that runs the longitudinal length of the device in figure 27 and 
therefore, its referred through hole is oriented only at a parallel angle to the electrode's 
longitudinal axis. 

Claim 19 discloses an electrode with a through hole with only two exterior 
openings in the distal region of the electrode. Again, Swanson discloses a through hole 
that runs the longitudinal length of the device in figure 27 and therefore, its referred 
through hole only has one exterior opening in the distal region of the electrode. (The 
second opening would be at the proximal end of the device.) 

Claim 20 discloses an electrode with a v-shaped through hole. Again, Swanson 
discloses a through hole that runs the longitudinal length of the device in figure 27 and 
therefore, its referred through hole is linear. 

As all independent claims are not taught or suggested by Swanson (which 
represents the closest prior art), the application is now in condition for allowance. 

Note: during an interference search, the following art was located US 
2004/0267106 (Segner et al.). Segner discloses several embodiments of electrodes 
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with through holes (ex. 40 in figure 2). However, Segner does not disclose through 
holes closed but for exterior openings. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the Issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J. Vrettakos whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4775. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda C. Dvorak can be reached on 571-272-4764. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Pete Vrettakos 
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